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prejudice to his career, had weathered the storms of repeated
changes of emperor was certainly a capable administrator, con-
cerned with affairs and not with persons. His ambition, which
cannot be denied, was satisfied with the position of Praetorian
Prefect. For some three years this man of outstanding culture
and eloquence was the real controller of the^ Empire, a faithful
servant of the State and an expert adviser of his imperial son-in-law.
An apocryphal inscription to his honour in the Historia Augusta
lauds Timesitheus as Father of the Emperor and Protector of the
Empire, thus truly rendering the real significance of his person
and his position.                               ,
How much of the manifold efforts in road-building to serve the
peaceful, and in time of need, the military communications of the
empire, can be attributed to Timesitheus, is uncertain; but the
least that can be said is that he continued what others had begun.
In Africa the construction of a limes gave security to Numidia1.
The advanced post of Msad was withdrawn, and the course of the
limes was fixed on the line from Thabudis following the Oued
Djedi, then bending in a north-westerly direction to El Gehara,
with covering forts at Gemellae in the oasis Ducen and Ausum
(Sadouri). The reinforced numerus Palmyrenorum here guarded
the frontier. In Mauretania the completion of the fortified settle-
ments of frontier peasants and military settlers, begun under
Severus Alexander, was pushed on under the governor, Faltonius
Restitutianus, especially supervised by Felix, the procurator
of the imperial domains2. But the main military efforts were
concentrated on the campaign against the Persians, which the
Emperor inaugurated in the spring of 242 by the solemn opening
of the temple of Janus, the last observance of this ceremony.
While Maximinus still reigned, Ardashir had captured Nisibis
and Carrhae. Shapur I, the son who succeeded him in 241,
pursued his father's plans of conquest (p. 130), A renewed
thrust into Syria seriously endangered Antioch on the Orontes.
Meanwhile Gordian, accompanied by Timesitheus, had joined
the army, which on its passage overland to the East was to
gather up the mobilized contingents of the Danubian army. The
removal of these troops, and also, perhaps, the previous recall
of Menophilus, tempted the enemy to the attack. Bands of
1  Cf. E. Fabricius, P.W. s.v. Limes, col. 667; J. Carcopino, *Le Limes
de Numidie et sa garde Syrienne', Syria, vi, 1925, pp. 30-57, 118-49;
Townsend, op. dt, iv, 1934, pp. 109 sqq.
2  Cf. Carcopino, 6Les Castella de la plaine de SetiP, Rev. Africaim^ LDC,
1918, pp, 5 sqq.i Townsend, op. cit. p. 113 $q.